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Ladakh LG Kavinder
Gupta today pledged to
transform the Union Terri-
tory into a global destina-
tion for tourism, culture,
and commerce. 

Emphasising Ladakh’s
vast untapped potential, he
said major infrastructure
projects like Zojila Tunnel
will open new avenues for
connectivity and develop-
ment.

Gupta was speaking at a
function held here by the
Chamber of Commerce and

Industries, Jammu, to fe-
licitate him. 

The event witnessed a
large gathering of traders,
industrialists, political
leaders, and members of
civil society.

In his address, Gupta
thanked the chamber for
the honour and recalled his
long association with it. 

He said the trader’s com-
munity has been instru

LG Kavinder vows to transform 
Ladakh into global destination

NEW DELHI, July 30:
Observing that Justice Yash-
want Varma's conduct does
not inspire confidence, the
Supreme Court today posed
him sharp questions, seek-
ing invalidation of a report
by an in-house inquiry panel
which found him guilty of
misconduct in the cash dis-
covery row.

The top court asked Jus-
tice Varma why he had ap-
peared before the in-house
inquiry committee and not
challenged it then and there.

It told Justice Varma that
he should have come earlier
to the apex court against the

in-house inquiry panel's re-
port.

A bench of Justices Di-
pankar Datta and AG Masih
said if the Chief Justice of In-
dia has material to believe
that there is misconduct by
a judge then he can inform
the president and the prime
minister.

"Whether to proceed or
not proceed is a political deci-
sion. But judiciary has to
send a message to the soci-
ety that process has been fol-
lowed," the bench observed.

Referring to the origins of
the in-house inquiry mech-
anism, the court pointed out

that it had been in place
since 1999 and was en-
dorsed by previous Supreme
Court decisions. 

Justice Datta observed
that the Chief Justice of In-
dia cannot merely act as a
conduit. "The CJI is not sup-
posed to be a post office only.
He has certain duties to the
nation as the leader of the ju-
diciary. If material comes to
him regarding misconduct,
he is only to inform the pres-
ident and the prime minis-
ter. Nothing more. If on the
basis of the material, it is
found that misdemeanour is 

SC grills Justice Varma,
says 'CJI not post office'
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Foiling a major infiltra-
tion bid from across the
LoC, Army troops today
neutralised two terrorists
of Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba outfit in
an encounter in Mal-
divalan area of Degwar in
Poonch district.

Acting on intelligence in-
puts, Army troops fanned
out in Maldivalan area late
last night and laid multiple
ambushes. While the
troops maintained a tight
vigil, an ambush party

picked up the movement of
infiltrating terrorists in the
area, officials said.

When challenged, the
terrorists opened fire
which was returned. In the
exchange of fire which
continued for several
hours, two terrorists were
killed by the troops, the of-
ficials added, saying that
they belonged to LeT.

A search operation was
launched with the first
light of the day this morn-
ing and both the terrorists
were confirmed dead, offi-
cials said.

Other details were
awaited.

"In a successful anti-in-
filtration operation, alert
troops of Indian Army
eliminated two terrorists
attempting to infiltrate
across the Line of Control.
Swift action and accurate
firepower thwarted the ne-
farious designs. Three
weapons have been recov-
ered," Army's Jammu-
based White Knight Corps
said in a post on X.

Army said synergistic
and synchronised intelli-
gence inputs from own in-
telligence units and police
led to a successful opera-
tion which was still in 

Major infiltration bid foiled;
2 terrorists killed near LoC

NEW DELHI, JULY
30: Leader of the House in
the Rajya Sabha J P Nadda
on Wednesday tore into the
Opposition for its "ap-
peasement" of Pakistan,
saying that the Congress-
led UPA regime during
2004-14 did not take any
action against the neigh-
bouring country despite re-
peated terror attacks.

"They kept killing us, we
served them Biryani," he
said while speaking in the
Upper House during spe-
cial discussion on India's
strong, successful and de-

cisive Operation Sindoor in
response to the terrorist at-
tack at Pahalgam's Bais-
aran meadow on April 22.

"Those questioning the
government on its re-
sponse post Pahalgam 

NEW DELHI, JULY
30: External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar on
Wednesday categorically
said there was no third-
party intervention in bring-
ing about a ceasefire with
Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor, asserting that the
halting of the military ac-
tion was also not linked to
trade as claimed by US
President Donald Trump.

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the US Presi-
dent did not have any
phone calls between April
22, when the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack took place, and
June 16," he said while in-

tervening in the special dis-
cussion on Operation Sin-
door in Rajya Sabha.

The Opposition has been
attacking the government
on claims made by Trump
on mediation in halting
hostilities between India
and Pakistan by using the
threat of trade.

He said India will not tol-
erate any cross-border ter-
rorism and has responded
to Pakistan by carrying out
Operation Sindoor and will
continue to do so.

Noting that the Pahal-
gam terror attack was ab-
solutely unacceptable, he
said a red line was crossed
by Pakistan, and there had
to be accountability and
justice.

"Blood and water will not
flow together," he said, pro-
viding reasons for India's
decision to suspend the In-
dus Water Treaty with Pak-
istan.

No 3rd party intervention in
Indo-Pak ceasefire: EAM in RS

NEW DELHI, JULY
30: Throwing a challenge
to Congress in Rajya Sabha,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah today said he
wanted to tell the party that
PoJK was given to Pakistan
by it and the BJP govern-
ment would bring it back.
He also said that three LeT
terrorists involved in the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack were shot in their
heads during an encounter
with security forces in Sri-
nagar woods two days
back.

"I want to tell Congress
that PoJK was given by
you, and only the BJP gov-
ernment will bring it back,"
he said while replying to
the debate on Operation
Sindoor in the House.

'Operation Sindoor' was
not stopped at anyone's re-
quest but when Pakistan
was brought to its knees,
their DGMO called and
said "enough is enough,
please stop it now", Shah
said.

He stated that Pakistan
attacked the country's civil-

ian areas, but India de-
stroyed their 11 air bases.

Shah said that it hap-
pened for the first time that
people were killed on the
basis of religion, and it was
extremely painful to him.

The terrorists killed
tourists to send a message
that they would not let
Kashmir be free from ter-
rorism.

"I want to say to the ter-
rorists through this
House… do as much as you
want… Jammu and Kash-
mir will be free from terror-
ism. This is the resolve of
PM Modi," he said.

He read out the Prime
Minister's speech delivered
on April 24, 2025, and said
that following the PM's

guidance, not only terror-
ists were eliminated but
their launch pad was also
destroyed. He said that the
government decided to end
the one-sided Indus Water
Treaty as Indian farmers
have their rights on the In-
dus water.

Shah stated that at least
100 people were killed and
the headquarters of terror
outfits such as Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed
and Hizbul Mujahideen
were destroyed by the Modi
government.

"I proudly declare to the
world… Hindus can never
be terrorists," he said,
questioning the Congress
Party for filing false cases 

PoJK was given by you, BJP govt
will bring it back: Shah to Cong

Nadda slams Cong for UPA-era
Pakistan 'appeasement'
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Two motorcycle-borne
government school teachers
lost their lives in a flashflood
near Jalebiu Morh on
Nathatop-Sanasar road near
Batote, about 110 km from
here towards Ramban, late
last night.

The tragedy unfolded
when some locals spotted a
motorcycle (JK14D/9667)
lying by the roadside near
Jalebi Morh at about 9.30
am today, officials said. 

Soon after the matter
came to their notice, senior

police officers, including Ba-
tote police station SHO Vi-
jay Kotwal and Ramban
DSP Om Prakash, rushed to
the spot along with police
and SDRF personnel. 

During searches, they

came across the bodies of
two persons. Officials said
there was heavy rainfall in
the area last night and it was
felt that they were swept
away by the sudden surge of 

Flashflood leaves 2 school 
teachers dead at Batote
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Tragedy this morning
struck Leh when a huge
boulder rolled down a
hill and fell on an Army
vehicle, resulting in the
death of a Lt Col and a
jawan, and serious in-
juries to two officers of
the rank of a Major and
a Captain.

According to officials, the
ill-fated vehicle was part of
an Army convoy, which
was moving from Durbuk
to Chongtash, when a huge
boulder came rolling down
the hill and fell on it in
Charbaag area of Galvan,
damaging it badly.

In the incident, which
took place at about 11.30
am, a senior officer of the
rank of Lt Col and a jawan
lost their lives while two
Majors and a Captain sur-
vived with critical injuries,
officials said.

Officials said the officers
and the jawans, who were
travelling in other vehicles
which were part of the con-

voy, forthwith started the
rescue operation. 

The Lt Col and the jawan
were said to have died on
the spot while two Majors
and a Captain, who had
sustained injuries, were
evacuated by the rescuers
to the Army hospital in Leh
for treatment, the officials
added.

Officials identified the

dead as Lt Col Bhanu
Pratap Singh and Lance
Dafadar Daljeet Singh.
Arrangements were being
made by Army to send their
bodies homes.

The injured included Maj
Mayank Shubham, Maj
Amit Dixit and Capt Gau-
rav. They were undergoing
treatment at the hospital
and their condition was

stated to be out of danger.
Earlier, Army's Fire &

Fury Corps said in a post on
X that a boulder from a cliff
fell on one of the vehicles of
a military convoy in
Ladakh at about 11.30 am.

It said that the rescue &
recovery operation was in
progress, while further de-
tails would be shared ac-
cordingly.

NEW DELHI, JULY
30: As many as 489 road
projects, which were origi-
nally scheduled for comple-
tion by March 2025, are
pending due to delays in
land acquisition,
forest/wildlife clearances
and railway approvals, Par-
liament was informed on
Wednesday.

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari, in a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha,
said the government is
making all efforts to resolve
the pending issues in close
coordination with state
governments and other 

Boulder hits Army vehicle; Lt Col
among 2 killed, 3 officers injured

In view of the inclement
weather conditions on the
yatra routes, there would be
no Amarnathji yatra con-
voy from Bhagwati Nagar
base camp here on July 31.

"Due to the heavy rains
on the yatra routes, the
movement of pilgrims from
base camps has been af-
fected. Therefore, it has
been decided that no con-
voy movement shall be al-
lowed towards the base
camps of Baltal and Nun-
wan in the valley from
Jammu on July 31," divi

US President Trump announces 25 pc 
tariff plus penalty on India from Aug 1
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'Your conduct doesn't inspire confidence'

'They kept killing us, we served them Biryani'

Tragedy strikes Leh

489 road 
projects face 

delays: Gadkari

UNITED NATIONS,
JULY 30: India told a
high-level UN conference
that global efforts must
now focus on achieving a
two-state solution to the Is-
rael-Palestinian conflict
through "purposeful dia-
logue and diplomacy".

It also said that one
should not be content with
paper solutions but strive
to achieve practical ones.

India's Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN Am-
bassador Parvathaneni
Harish said on Tuesday
that deliberations during
the preparation for the UN
High-Level International 

India bats for
2-state solution 

to Israel-Palestine
conflict

Says all 3 Pahalgam terrorists were shot in their heads

No yatra on July 
31 due to bad

weather

Himalayan Mail  News 
JAMMU, JULY 30

The government has di-
rected all officers and offi-
cials stationed in Jammu
and Srinagar to attend the
main Independence Day
celebrations on August 15
as part of their official duty.

According to a circular is-
sued by the general admin-
istration department, the
main functions would be
held at M A Stadium in
Jammu and Bakshi Sta-
dium in Srinagar.

"No absence will be al-
lowed without prior per-
mission," says the circular.

As such, the administra-
tive secretaries, heads of
departments, and public
sector executives were
asked to ensure full partici

Govt asks all 
officials to attend 

I-Day functions

Cont. on P9
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Police here today initi-
ated proclamation pro-
ceedings against three
murder accused through
drum beating, pasting of
notices on their homes and
directing them to appear
before the court and join
the investigation.

All the three are accused
in the murder of Gataru
gang 'kingpin' Sumit
Jandiyal who was killed in
broad daylight at Jewel
Chowk in the heart of city 

Proclamation 
proceedings 

initiated against 
murder accused 
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Police have arrested a
terror associate from Na-
grota TCP here while he
was travelling in a car.

He was identified as Azan
Hameed Gazi, son of Abdul
Hameed Gazi of Hilalabad,
Qamarwari, in Srinagar.

Officials said he was trav-
elling from Jammu to Sri-
nagar in a Toyota Etios
when he was intercepted by
police. During search of the
vehicle, police recovered
three pistols, three empty
magazines, eight live car

Terror associate
held at Nagrota 

with pistols

Even as security forces
continued searches for the
three suspected terrorists
in Rajbagh area of Kathua
district of Jammu today,
they were yet to find any
trace of theirs.

According to officials,
the search operation was
launched after a woman at
Rajbagh reported that she
had spotted three 'sus-
pects' in the area late Mon

No trace of
'suspects' sighted

at Rajbagh 
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The government has
amended the Prison
Manual, 2022, to include
specific rights and facili-
ties for prisoners with
disabilities.

As per a notification is-
sued by the home depart-
ment, the new clause un-
der Chapter XVII ensures
non-discrimination, ac-
cessibility of prison infra-
structure, proper health-
care and rehabilitation,
disability screening dur-
ing admission, and regu-
lar training of prison staff 

New rights for 
prisoners with 

disabilities
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2 new Bollywood films releasing in theaters 
this week: Son of Sardaar 2 vs Dhadak 2 P- 10
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